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Research has shown that the European adult education 
system has serious problems in meeting the  educational 
needs of young adults in a vulnerable position. 

Representatives of ethnic minority groups and foreign 
newcomers, in particular, are often at serious risk of social 
exclusion. � ey may be excluded from the labour market 
due to lack of adequate language or professional skills 
or because their quali� cations are not recognised by the 
receiving societies. 

Project coordination
�e project management, including scienti�c, administrative,
knowledge and �nancial management, is divided among
the tasks of the Project Coordinator, Project Manager and
Coordinating Team.
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Once a general understanding of the state-of-the-art in 
the EU28 has been gained, successful education practices 
among young adults at risk of social exclusion within and 
outside the EU will be investigated through case studies. 

Communicative practices and information � ows within the 
best practices under study and in the wider � elds of adult 
education will be mapped and scrutinised.

� e research � ndings will be utilised to enhance dialogue 
between the educational actors and vulnerable minority 
groups.

In order to enable easy access to adequate information, 
an Intelligent Decision Support System (IDSS) will 
be produced for the use of policymakers, educational 
authorities and other stakeholders.

Expected outputs
� e fundamental aim of the EduMAP project is to help 
policymakers, educational authorities and educators to 
ensure that young generations as a whole will attain the 
competences needed to actively participate in society and 
the labour market.

EduMAP will contribute to better adult education policies 
and practices that meet the educational needs of members 
of vulnerable groups and improve their disadvantaged 
situations.

� rough mapping communicative ecologies in the � eld 
of adult education, new forums for dialogue between 
educational agencies and the targets of educational policies 
and practices will be created. 

� e IDSS will contribute to the objective of establishing 
a cooperation mechanism among policymakers and 
educational authorities to improve policymaking. 

What is EduMAP about?
� e focus of the project is on the educational needs of young 
people with low levels of basic and functional literacy, with 
de� cient language and cultural skills (foreign newcomers, 
ethnic minorities), those who have dropped out of school 
and those not in education or training due to handicap.

� e research question is: What policies and practices are 
needed in the � eld of adult education to include young 
adults at risk of social exclusion in active participatory 
citizenship in Europe? 

� e speci� c objectives of the project are

• to compile an inventory of adult education 
in the EU28 and investigate the e� ectiveness 
of adult education policies and practices 
in preventing social exclusion 

• to study successful educational initiatives among 
vulnerable groups within and outside Europe 

• to investigate and map communicative ecologies 
in the � eld of adult education and create innovative 
forums for dialogue between stakeholders 

• to create and test an Intelligent 
Decision Support System (IDSS) 

• to make recommendations to policymakers and  
other stakeholders for enhancing learning for 
active participatory citizenship in Europe 

How the project operates 
In the quest for better matching in the � eld of adult 
education, both broad and targeted studies will be 
undertaken.

In the � rst phase, adult education policies and practices 
across Europe will be investigated and the adequacy, match 
and shortcomings in the existing statistical data will be 
mapped and analysed.

Communication and Dissemination
EduMAP is accustomed to communicating regularly with 
academics and a wider audience of policymakers and other 
stakeholders. � e project website: www.uta.� /edumap.

Discussion forums and the IDSS enable EduMAP to 
e� ectively engage, communicate with and promote dialogue 
between di� erent stakeholders.

Each consortium member will provide contacts and 
networks through which the project results can be e� ectively 
disseminated and applied. 

� e project’s national and international advisory boards 
contribute to ensuring wider communication and 
dissemination of the outcomes.
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