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Roundtable: Higher education institutions as change agents for sustainable 
development - three approaches in practice 

In addressing the challenges for sustainable development, higher education institutions have enormous 
potential to act as change agents because of their unique capacity and mission to advance knowledge, 
foster innovation and bring people together. While many universities continue to prioritize academic 
excellence and research, there is also increasing attention being paid to engaging in dialogues with 
society more broadly.  

The roundtable will focus on three concrete approaches that can be adopted by higher education 
institutions (HEIs) to respond to wider societal needs through lifelong learning: HEIs’ role in learning city 
development, HEIs responding to the learning needs of ageing societies, and HEIs’ community 
engagement. This session will synthesize the findings from a current research project on the three themes 
conducted by UIL, which uses case studies to examine the initiatives implemented in universities across 
different world regions. These themes will serve as reference points to initiate an interactive discussion 
about how higher education institutions can act as change agents for sustainable development, 
particularly following a lifelong learning approach.  

Format, aims and target group: The roundtable will be highly interactive. It will include short inputs from 
the UNESCO Co-Chairs on Community Based Research and Social Responsibility in Higher Education, HEI 
representatives, experts on learning city development the development as well as renown scholars in the 
field of lifelong learning implementation and learning for old age. The insights of different practices of 
strategic HEI engagement activities will be followed by questions, feedback, and discussion. The event 
will actively engage participants and encourage them to share experiences on HEIs’ role in fulfilling the 
“third mission” (what initiatives exist, what challenges they face, how different stakeholders work 
together, and lessons learnt, among other questions) through lifelong learning. The aim of the roundtable 
is to identify key factors of successful strategic approaches by higher education institutions to respond 
to the challenges faced by communities, to promote local development and to make learning 
opportunities accessible to a wider audience. It primarily targets representatives from HEIs (e.g., 
responsible for outreach activities, community engagement, LLL and continuing education), education 
policy makers, community representatives as well as researchers and other relevant stakeholders. 

Modality: Hybrid 

Participants: As many on-site participants as possible (depending on the size of the room) + online 
participants 

Proposed duration: 90 minutes (5min introduction of panelists, 60 min, perspectives of panelists (25 min 
presentation+ 35 min Q&A between the moderator and panelists), 20min open discussion based on 
questions form the on-site and online audience, 5min closing). 



Speakers:  

¶ Moderator: Mr Raúl Valdés Cotera, Team leader ‘Skills throughout life’, UIL 

¶ Mr Rajesh Tandon, Society for Participatory Research in Asia (PRIA) and UNESCO Co-Chair on 

Community-Based Research and Social Responsibility in Higher Education 

¶ Mr George Openjuru, Vice-Chancellor, Gulu University (Uganda)  

¶ Ms Maria Slowey, Professor and founding Director of the Higher Education Research Centre, 

Dublin City University (Ireland) (online) 

¶ Mr Séamus Ó Tuama, Chair of the ASEM Education and Research Hub on Lifelong Learning (ASEM 

LLL Hub) and Director of ACE (Adult Continuing Education) University College Cork (Ireland) 

¶ Mr Michael Fung, Executive Director, Institute for the Future of Education at Tec de Monterrey 


